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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1, 3, 5, 6 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Valdes [US 6,739,745]. 

Regarding claim 1 , Valdes discloses an optical fiber layout of light decorative 
object having a house, a roof, a light source assembly [50], an optical fiber strip [125], a 
plurality of optical fiber threads [130, 140], and a light curtain being exposed at a bent 
end portion of the optical fiber threads [130] (abstract, figures 1-4). 

Regarding claim 3, Valdes discloses an end portion of the optical fiber strip may 
be trimmed to any curves and shaped (figure 1). 

Regarding claim 5, Valdes discloses emitting terminals at an end [130, 140] of 
the optical strip [125] being capable adjusting projecting angles (figures 2 and 4). 

Regarding claim 6, Valdes discloses a plurality of optical fiber threads [130, 140] 
(figures 1-4). 
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Regarding claim 9, Valdes discloses a light source assembly [50], which 
generates heat itself (figure 3). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 2 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Valdes [US 6,739,745] in view of the applicant's admitted prior art. 

Regarding claim 2, Valdes discloses the optical fiber strip [125] being attached to 
a lower edge of the decorative object (figures 1-3), but does not clearly disclose the 
adhering means. 

The applicant's admitted prior art discloses an adhering means [glue means] 
(FIG. 2, specification page 3 lines 5-7). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use the adhering means to attach the optical fiber strip to the 
decorative object as taught by the applicant's admitted prior art for purpose of providing 
an advantageous way of quick and easy assembling a light optical fiber strip. 

Regarding claim 4, the applicant's admitted prior art shows an open section 
between the roof and the supporting plane at an upper portion of the house (FIG. 2). 
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Allowable Subject Matter 
5. Claim 7, 8 and 10 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 

matter: 

Claim 7, the illuminating optical fiber strip can be devised as a plate-like structure 
formed by placing one on top another. 

Claim 8, the surface of the optical fiber strip is partially damaged to form a light 
leakage plane for providing large amounts of attenuated light streams, which five 
extremely contrasting illuminating effects relative to the surface of the optical fiber 
threads. 

Claim 1 0, the optical fiber strip is inserted through a channel provided at a 
surface of a plate-like decorative object, with a bent end portion thereof forming a 
vertical light curtain adhered to the surface of the plate-like surface. 

The limitations discussed above are neither disclosed nor suggested by the prior 
art of record. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Bao Q. Truong whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2383. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (8:00 AM - 4:00 PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sandra L. O'Shea can be reached on (571 ) 272-2378. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Examiner 
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